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HISTORICAL SKETCH OF WAYNESBURG UNIVERSITY

In April 1849, the Pennsylvania Presbytery, meeting in Greenfield, Washington County, established a
committee to found a new college. The committee, comprised of Reverend J. H. D. Henderson, General Jesse
Lazear, and Samuel Moredock, Esq., chose Waynesburg as the site of the new college. The Reverend Joshua
Loughran of Greene Academy was named Waynesburg's first president. The first classes were held in
September, 1849, in the old Hayes Building at the corner of High and Washington Streets.

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania chartered Waynesburg College on March 25, 1850. In autumn of the same
year, the University building now known as Hanna Hall was begun; it was completed a year later. A Female
Seminary connected with the College was also established in 1850 and its first classes were held in the Baptist
Church. Waynesburg College classrooms became coeducational by default in the school’s second year, when
male and female students jointly entered the newly completed building in November 1851. Three women
comprised the first graduating class in 1852; though they received diplomas from the Female Seminary. Five
years later, the Seminary evolved into the Female Department of the college proper, and in that year three more
women made the Class of 1857 historic when they received the first male-equivalent Bachelor’s Degrees issued
in the state of Pennsylvania.

Following more than 150 years of education and service, Waynesburg College became Waynesburg University
as it entered the 2007/08 school year.

(Sources: www.waynesburg.edu and graduate research by Candice Buchanan.)

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The centerpiece of this photograph collection is its several thousand student/alumni individual portraits and
group photographs. The featured alumni date back to the very first Female Seminary class of 1852 and the very
first Waynesburg College class of 1853. Many photographs in the collection are high-quality reproductions
made in the 1930s when Paul Rich "Prexy" Stewart, then President of Waynesburg College, made a serious
effort to collect and preserve the college history. Stewart requested donations by alumni to his project and
received a wide variety of original and reproduced photographs. Many alumni, or their descendants, kept the
original photographs, but allowed local photographers such as Clarence F. Long and the Babbitt Studio to create
photographic copies for Stewart. In addition to the student/alumni are a variety of locally themed photographs
that feature the people and places of Greene County, Pennsylvania. These photographs may have come in with
the other donations Stewart requested or have been shared for other exhibits hosted by the Waynesburg
University museum over the years. A lesser number of photographs in the collection feature extended family of
alumni.

These photographs have been accumulated over many years and have been shifted between storage locations
nearly just as many times. Ultimately, many were rescued from dumpster piles during renovations.


http://www.waynesburg.edu/

Consequently, original order has been difficult to ascertain. In an effort to effectively manage the photographs
an arrangement by subject category and then by chronological year has been adopted.

Due to the nature of its contents this collection is valuable not only to Waynesburg University history, but also
to local history and genealogy. Therefore in order to increase ease of access to this collection all photographs
pre-1940 are being digitized and will be available to view online through the Greene Connections: Greene
County, Pennsylvania Photo Archives Project. These digital photographs can be accessed at
www.greeneconnections.com in the Photo Archives section.

RELATED MATERIALS

Additional photographs particular to certain subjects such as Waynesburg University Athletics, Campus,
Presidents, etc. can be located in those specific collections.

ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION

Accession Information
The Photographs were stored on the Waynesburg University campus in various locations until their
transfer to the University Archives.

Processing Information
Processed by Candice Buchanan and Donna Buchanan, 2008.

Preferred Citation
Photographs, Waynesburg University Museum (Miller Hall, 51 W. College St.; Waynesburg,
Pennsylvania 15370).

Restrictions
None.



INVENTORY
BOX 1 SERIES 1: Students/Alumni
Sub-series 1: Graduating Classes

Class of 1852
Class of 1853
Class of 1855
Class of 1856
Class of 1857
Class of 1858
Class of 1859
Class of 1864
Class of 1865
10. Class of 1866
11. Class of 1867
12. Class of 1868
13. Class of 1869
14. Class of 1870
15. Class of 1871
16. Class of 1872
17. Class of 1873
18. Class of 1874
19. Class of 1876
20. Class of 1877
21. Class of 1878
22. Class of 1880
23. Class of 1882
24. Class of 1883
25. Class of 1885
26. Class of 1886
27. Class of 1887
28. Class of 1890
29. Class of 1891
30. Class of 1892
31. Class of 1893
32. Class of 1894
33. Class of 1895
34. Class of 1896
35. Class of 1897
36. Class of 1898
37. Class of 1899
37A. Class of 1900
38. Class of 1901
39. Class of 1902
40. Class of 1903
41. Class of 1904
42. Class of 1905
43. Class of 1906
44, Class of 1907
45, Class of 1909
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46. Class of 1910
47. Class of 1911
48. Class of 1912
49, Class of 1913
50. Class of 1914
51. Class of 1915
52. Class of 1916
53. Class of 1917
54, Class of 1918
55. Class of 1919
56. Class of 1920
57. Class of 1922
58. Class of 1923
59. Class of 1926
60. Class of 1928
61. Class of 1932
62. Class of 1935
63. Class of 1949-50
64. Class of 1968

Sub-series 2: Student Groups

65. Miscellaneous 1

66. Miscellaneous 2

67. Band

68.  Chorus — Lamplighters
69. Debate teams

70. Fraternities / Sororities
71. Parish project

72. Sports

Sub-series 3: Faculty / Campus

73. Faculty
74.  Waynesburg University Campus

SERIES 2: Greene County, Pennsylvania
Sub-series 1: People

75.  Waynesburg High School students
76.  Waynesburg Prosperous & Beautiful
77. Individual portraits

78. Biddle family

79. Unidentified

80. Negatives

Sub-Series 2: Places
81. Miscellaneous Greene County

82. Miscellaneous Fayette County
83. Unidentified



BOX 2 SERIES 3: OVERSIZED Students/Alumni
Sub-series 1: Graduating Classes

Class of 1853
Class of 1854
Class of 1855
Class of 1856
Class of 1857
Class of 1858
Class of 1859
Class of 1860
Class of 1861
10. Class of 1875
11. Class of 1881
12. Class of 1888
13. Class of 1889
14, Class of 1901
15. Class of 1910
16. Class of 1911
17. Class of 1917
18. Class of 1921
19. Class of 1922
20. Class of 1925
21. Class of 1927
22. Class of 1928
23. Class of 1929
24, Class of 1930
25. Class of 1931
26. Class of 1933
27. Class of 1934
28. Class of 1935
29. Class of 1936
30. Class of 1937
31. Class of 1938
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BOX3

Class of 1897
Class of 1907
Class of 1909
Class of 1911
Class of 1913
Class of 1925
Class of 1933
Class of 1937
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Sub-series 2: Student Groups

9. T. K. A. 1929



BOX 4
1. Dormitory residents
2. Fraternities / Sororities
3. Valentine’s Day parties

SERIES 4: OVERSIZED Greene County, Pennsylvania

4. Individual portraits
5. Unidentified

BOX5 SERIES 5: Students/Alumni 1940s-1980s
1. Miscellaneous candid shots
BOX 6 SERIES 6: Faculty / Administration 1940s-1980s

1. Miscellaneous candid shots



